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BACKGROUND 
 

In litigation pertaining to personal injury or wrongful death, the annual cost of lost valuable 
services is ideally determined based on the actual time that the injured or deceased individual 
expended on household tasks.  Population averages, however, are typically used if it is difficult 
or impractical to estimate the time previously spent on certain tasks.   
 
For this purpose, actuaries have generally used survey data from one of two sources in recent 
years: 
 

1. Where does time go? – This 1991 document was published by the Housing, Family and 
Social Statistics Division of Statistics Canada as part of its General Social Survey Analysis 
Series.  Although the study was released more than 25 years ago, the analysis remained 
useful because it includes a breakdown of the average time spent by individuals on 
Domestic Work, Primary Child Care, and Support and Services based on demographic 
characteristics such as: 

 

 Male or female 

 Employed, not employed, or retired 

 Lives with or without a partner, with parents, alone, or with non-family individuals 

 Lives with children over the age of 5 years, under the age of 5 years, or without 
children 
 

One shortcoming of the 1991 publication is that there is no breakdown by age. 
 

2. 2010 Overview of the Time Use of Canadians – Although more recent, the data in this 
Statistics Canada publication is based on all females and males (combined) in given age 
groupings including those who are employed, unemployed, and retired, regardless of 
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home and family circumstances.  For that reason, the 2010 data was not necessarily a 
helpful benchmark for estimating the lost valuable services of a specific individual. 

 
 
Data from the 2015 General Social Survey – available from Statistics Canada as a Public Use 
Microdata File – does include a considerable amount of additional granularity.  Using this data 
file, we have generated time use tables broken down by the demographic and other 
characteristics of the 1991 publication, as well as by age group.  We hope that actuaries and 
other economic loss experts will find these tables useful. 
 
 

THE 2015 GENERAL SOCIAL SURVEY 
 

The 2015 General Social Survey conducted by Statistics Canada focused on time use.  This 
survey of Canadians age 15 and over in all 10 provinces was conducted by telephone, first 
identifying households.  For each household, a roster was created.  Then a respondent was 
selected from the roster. 
 
Respondents were asked questions for classification purposes, for example, age (birth date), 
sex, and marital status, as well as the main activity of the respondent during the past 12 
months and during the last week.  The main activity information allows one to determine 
whether the respondent is employed, retired, a student, etc. 
 
Respondents were also asked questions related to their use of time, including questions about 
specific activities performed during a 24-hour period.  These activities include both paid and 
unpaid work activities (such as housework, yard work or household maintenance, caring for 
children or providing assistance to seniors).  The resulting information allows one to calculate 
the average time per day spent on various activities. 
 
The data file contains information from 17,390 respondents.  Associated with each individual is 
a “person weight.”  The sum of the person weights is 29,766,399 (the total age 15 and over 
population of Canada in 2015).   The person weights for a particular subgroup of respondents, 
say males age 35 to 44, can be used to estimate average times spent on various activities by 
that subgroup of the population.  Such estimates are simply weighted averages, determined as 
follows: 
 

𝐸𝑠𝑡𝑖𝑚𝑎𝑡𝑒𝑑 𝑎𝑣𝑒𝑟𝑎𝑔𝑒 𝑡𝑖𝑚𝑒 𝑠𝑝𝑒𝑛𝑡 𝑜𝑛 𝑎𝑐𝑡𝑖𝑣𝑖𝑡𝑦 𝐴 𝑏𝑦 𝐶𝑎𝑛𝑎𝑑𝑖𝑎𝑛𝑠 𝑖𝑛 𝑠𝑢𝑏𝑔𝑟𝑜𝑢𝑝 𝑆 
 

 =
∑ (𝑡𝑖𝑚𝑒 𝑠𝑝𝑒𝑛𝑡 𝑜𝑛 𝑎𝑐𝑡𝑖𝑣𝑖𝑡𝑦 𝐴 𝑏𝑦 𝑝𝑒𝑟𝑠𝑜𝑛 𝑖) × (𝑝𝑒𝑟𝑠𝑜𝑛 𝑤𝑒𝑖𝑔ℎ𝑡 𝑓𝑜𝑟 𝑝𝑒𝑟𝑠𝑜𝑛 𝑖)𝑖∈𝑆

∑ (𝑝𝑒𝑟𝑠𝑜𝑛 𝑤𝑒𝑖𝑔ℎ𝑡 𝑓𝑜𝑟 𝑝𝑒𝑟𝑠𝑜𝑛 𝑖)𝑖∈𝑆
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The data file also provides 500 sets of “bootstrap weights” to enable one to estimate standard 
deviations that quantify sampling variability.  Each set of bootstrap weights is used in place of 
the person weights to re-calculate the average time spent on an activity by those in a given 
subgroup.  The resulting 500 averages are interpreted as averages that result from redoing the 
survey 500 times, where different survey participants are randomly selected each time.  One 
can then quantify the sampling variability using the standard deviation of the 500 averages. 
 
 

ACTIVITY CATEGORIES 
 

The data file includes a number of “duration variables” providing the time in minutes spent on 
various activities in a given day for each respondent.  We converted these times to hours and 
calculated totals for different categories.  Where possible, our categories are consistent with 
past Statistics Canada publications on time use.  Specifically, we categorized activities as 
follows: 
 
1. Time spent on domestic work equals the sum of the times spent on 

 meal preparation 

 preserving foods 

 indoor house cleaning 

 garbage, recycling, unpacking goods 

 laundry, ironing, sewing, shoe care 

 repair, painting, renovation 

 organizing, planning, paying bills 

 packing/unpacking – groceries, luggage, boxes 

 outdoor maintenance 

 planting/maintaining garden or house plants 

 pet care; 

2. Time spent on child care equals the sum of the times spent on 

 care of household child (<15) – personal care 

 care of household child (<15) – accompanying 

 care of household child (15-17) – personal care 

 care of household child (15-17) – accompanying; 

3. Time spent on other care equals the sum of the times spent on 

 care of household adult – personal care 

 care of household adult – accompanying 

 care of child (other household) – personal care/accompanying 

 care of adult (other household) – personal care 

 care of adult (other household) – accompanying 

 helping relatives, friends, neighbours, acquaintances; 
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4. Time spent on shopping for, buying, and selling goods and services equals the sum of the 
times spent on 

 shopping or buying goods 

 shopping for services 

 researching for goods and services 

 selling goods or services (0.2% of the total time in this category). 

The other care category would include activities such as the care of an elderly parent (living in 

the same household or elsewhere) and the after-school care of a grandchild (living in a different 

household). 

 

We grouped all other activities into the categories paid work, education, transport, personal 
care, media and communications and other free time.  We then verified that the total time 
spent on all categories of activities equaled 24 hours for all respondents.  As the focus of the 
analysis was on lost valuable services, only the first four categories detailed above are 
considered in the tables that follow. 
 
 

CLASSIFICATION VARIABLES 
 

A number of variables in the data file have been used to classify respondents in order to 
tabulate average times spent on various activities for a variety of groupings of individuals.  
These include the following: 
 
Province of Residence – we grouped the provinces as follows to reduce sampling variability: 
 

 Atlantic provinces – 3,582 respondents resided in New Brunswick, Nova Scotia, Prince 

Edward Island, or Newfoundland & Labrador 

 Quebec – 3,472 respondents resided in Quebec 

 Ontario – 5,013 respondents resided in Ontario 

 Prairie provinces – 3,338 respondents resided in Manitoba, Saskatchewan, or Alberta 

 British Columbia – 1,985 respondents resided in British Columbia 

Age Group – respondents were grouped in decennial age groupings as follows: 
 

 15 to 24 years – 1,303 respondents  

 25 to 34 years – 2,127 respondents 

 35 to 44 years – 2,597 respondents  

 45 to 54 years – 2,789 respondents  

 55 to 64 years – 3,741 respondents  

 65 to 74 years – 2,958 respondents  

 75 years and over – 1,875 respondents  
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Sex  
 

 Male – 7,739 respondents  

 Female – 9,651 respondents 
 
Living Arrangement – the following living arrangements are included in the tables (note that 
the categories are not mutually exclusive):  
 

 With partner – 9,525 respondents had a spouse/partner living in the household 

 No partner – 7,865 respondents did not have a spouse/partner living in the household 

 With parents – 1,412 respondents were living with both parents, living with mother 

only, or living with father only 

Main Activity – the following main activities are included in the tables (based on the data file 
variable “main activity – last week”):  
 

 Employed – 8,471 respondents indicated they were working at a paid job or business 

 Student – 774 respondents indicated they were going to school 

 Keeping house – 1,207 respondents indicated their main activity was household 

work/caring for child 

 Retired – 4,985 respondents indicated they were retired 

Children in the Household  
 

 No children – 12,727 respondents indicated that they did not have any of their children 

living in the household 

 Youngest < 5 – 1,328 respondents indicated that their youngest child living in the 

household was under 5 years old 

 Youngest 5+ – 3,333 respondents indicated that their youngest child living in the 

household was age 5 or older 

 
USING THE TABLES 

 
As explained earlier, we have presented estimates of the average time spent per day on four 
categories of activities:   
 

 domestic work 

 child care 

 other care 

 shopping for, buying, and selling goods and services 
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Along with each estimate is an estimated coefficient of variation (CV), expressed as a 
percentage.  The CV quantifies the variability associated with the fact that averages based on a 
sample will differ from the averages obtained using the entire Canadian population.  The CV 
does not address the person-to-person or day-to-day variability in how much time individuals 
spend on various activities. 
 
The CV is estimated as: 
 

𝐶𝑉 (%) = 100 × 
𝑒𝑠𝑡𝑖𝑚𝑎𝑡𝑒𝑑 𝑠𝑡𝑎𝑛𝑑𝑎𝑟𝑑 𝑑𝑒𝑣𝑖𝑎𝑡𝑖𝑜𝑛 𝑜𝑓 𝑎𝑣𝑒𝑟𝑎𝑔𝑒 𝑡𝑖𝑚𝑒

𝑒𝑠𝑡𝑖𝑚𝑎𝑡𝑒𝑑 𝑎𝑣𝑒𝑟𝑎𝑔𝑒 𝑡𝑖𝑚𝑒
, 

 
where the standard deviation is estimated using the bootstrap weights as described earlier. 
 
By presenting the coefficient of variation rather than the standard deviation, the variability is 
expressed relative to the estimated average.  We can interpret the CV using a normal 
distribution approximation.  For example, a CV of 20% means that, if the survey were repeated 
a large number of times, about 68% of the averages would be within 20% of the “true” 
population average, and about 95% of the averages would be within 2 x 20% = 40% of the 
population average.  Thus, a lower CV would suggest a more reliable estimate. 
 
 

FINAL COMMENTS AND CAUTIONS 
 
According to the Statistics Canada guidelines for release of estimates, a CV between 16.5% and 
33.3% indicates high sampling variability and should be accompanied by a warning.  A CV of 
33.4% or greater, indicates very high sampling variability and should be used with great caution.  
Many of the CV estimates in the following tables are in the high to very high range.  This should 
be taken into account when the expert is using the corresponding averages. 
 
In addition, Statistics Canada guidelines state that the number of respondents who contribute 
to the calculation of an estimate should be at least 15.  If not, the estimate generally should not 
be released.  We have complied with this guideline, and no estimates are presented if the 
number of respondents (right-hand column of each table) is less than 15.   
 
We note that the “other care” category of activities may not be applicable to all injured or 
deceased individuals. 
 
Finally, population averages would generally only be suitable for situations in which actual time 
use information for the injured or deceased individual is not available. 
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Table 1:  Average Hours Per Day Spent on Various Activities with Coefficient of Variation – All Provinces, Ages 15 and Over 

 Living  Children in Domestic Work Child Care Other Care Shopping Number of 

Sex Arrangement Main Activity Household Avg CV (%) Avg CV (%) Avg CV (%) Avg CV (%) Respondents 

Male With partner Employed No children 1.6 4 0.1 20 0.1 26 0.3 9 1,303 

Female With partner Employed No children 2.1 4 0.1 19 0.1 23 0.4 7 1,178 

Male With partner Employed Youngest < 5 1.5 8 1.5 6 0.0 35 0.3 15 470 

Female With partner Employed Youngest < 5 2.1 6 2.1 7 0.1 55 0.4 21 282 

Male With partner Employed Youngest 5+ 1.9 5 0.3 8 0.1 36 0.3 10 957 

Female With partner Employed Youngest 5+ 2.5 4 0.5 8 0.1 19 0.5 9 882 

Male No partner Employed No children 1.0 5 0.0 25 0.0 31 0.3 10 1,439 

Female No partner Employed No children 1.4 5 0.0 26 0.1 32 0.4 11 1,406 

Male No partner Employed Youngest < 5 2.1 29 1.9 34 0.0 116 0.9 48 16 

Female No partner Employed Youngest < 5 2.5 23 1.3 19 0.0 71 0.3 36 57 

Male No partner Employed Youngest 5+ 1.7 14 0.3 26 0.1 73 0.3 24 118 

Female No partner Employed Youngest 5+ 2.1 6 0.5 15 0.1 33 0.4 14 363 

Male With parents Student No children 0.7 15 0.0 76 0.0 55 0.1 29 266 

Female With parents Student No children 0.7 14 0.1 57 0.0   - 0.3 20 243 

Female With partner Keeping house No children 4.2 6 0.8 20 0.3 25 0.6 13 286 

Female With partner Keeping house Youngest < 5 3.3 5 3.8 6 0.1 32 0.6 14 252 

Female With partner Keeping house Youngest 5+ 4.2 6 1.2 17 0.2 40 0.6 16 218 

Female No partner Keeping house No children 2.6 11 0.7 30 0.2 50 0.7 22 149 

Female No partner Keeping house Youngest < 5 2.0 19 3.8 15 0.2 66 0.6 39 49 

Female No partner Keeping house Youngest 5+ 3.0 12 1.2 31 1.1 40 0.5 28 69 

Male With partner Retired No children 2.7 3 0.0 41 0.1 19 0.6 6 1,148 

Female With partner Retired No children 3.4 3 0.1 28 0.2 16 0.7 6 1,211 

Male No partner Retired No children 2.4 5 0.0 88 0.0 35 0.5 8 703 

Female No partner Retired No children 2.9 3 0.0 34 0.1 20 0.6 6 1,575 

Male All All All 1.7 2 0.3 5 0.1 10 0.3 4 7,739 

Female All All All 2.4 1 0.5 4 0.1 8 0.5 3 9,651 

All All All All 2.1 1 0.4 3 0.1 6 0.4 2 17,390 



Table 2:  Average Hours Per Day Spent on Various Activities with Coefficient of Variation – Atlantic Provinces, Ages 15 and Over 

 Living  Children in Domestic Work Child Care Other Care Shopping Number of 

Sex Arrangement Main Activity Household Avg CV (%) Avg CV (%) Avg CV (%) Avg CV (%) Respondents 

Male With partner Employed No children 1.8 9 0.1 56 0.1 44 0.3 22 266 

Female With partner Employed No children 2.6 7 0.1 38 0.1 43 0.5 13 275 

Male With partner Employed Youngest < 5 1.4 16 1.6 12 0.0 86 0.5 29 72 

Female With partner Employed Youngest < 5 2.3 13 1.8 22 0.1 70 0.4 30 50 

Male With partner Employed Youngest 5+ 1.9 12 0.5 18 0.0 54 0.2 24 175 

Female With partner Employed Youngest 5+ 2.5 8 0.5 16 0.1 48 0.6 16 181 

Male No partner Employed No children 1.4 13 0.0 84 0.0 68 0.2 29 213 

Female No partner Employed No children 1.4 10 0.0 59 0.0 54 0.4 18 257 

Male No partner Employed Youngest < 5 - - -                -              -                -            -              -              0 

Female No partner Employed Youngest < 5 - - -              -               -                -              -              -                14 

Male No partner Employed Youngest 5+ 2.2 23 0.5 48 0.0 94 0.3 40 19 

Female No partner Employed Youngest 5+ 2.7 11 0.4 35 0.2 72 0.5 34 68 

Male With parents Student No children 0.6 25 0.0 99 0.0 - 0.2 79 38 

Female With parents Student No children 0.7 38 0.0 109 0.0 - 0.2 73 40 

Female With partner Keeping house No children 4.2 8 0.4 57 0.4 41 0.9 18 82 

Female With partner Keeping house Youngest < 5 2.4 12 3.6 18 0.2 53 0.5 45 42 

Female With partner Keeping house Youngest 5+ 4.1 13 0.8 27 0.0 84 0.6 24 55 

Female No partner Keeping house No children 2.0 13 0.5 93 0.3 52 0.5 27 58 

Female No partner Keeping house Youngest < 5 - -  -               -             -               -                -                -                13 

Female No partner Keeping house Youngest 5+ 3.1 18 1.5 33 0.1 89 0.6 45 17 

Male With partner Retired No children 2.9 6 0.0 98 0.1 54 0.7 14 268 

Female With partner Retired No children 3.5 6 0.0 51 0.2 35 0.7 10 285 

Male No partner Retired No children 2.5 10 0.0 - 0.1 57 0.5 19 152 

Female No partner Retired No children 2.7 6 0.0 92 0.1 41 0.5 11 331 

Male All All All 2.0 4 0.2 9 0.1 29 0.4 8 1,521 

Female All All All 2.5 2 0.4 9 0.1 14 0.5 5 2,061 

All All All All 2.2 2 0.3 6 0.1 14 0.5 4 3,582 



Table 3:  Average Hours Per Day Spent on Various Activities with Coefficient of Variation – Quebec, Ages 15 and Over 

 Living  Children in Domestic Work Child Care Other Care Shopping Number of 

Sex Arrangement Main Activity Household Avg CV (%) Avg CV (%) Avg CV (%) Avg CV (%) Respondents 

Male With partner Employed No children 1.6 9 0.2 45 0.2 47 0.4 16 225 

Female With partner Employed No children 2.1 8 0.2 39 0.1 39 0.4 14 220 

Male With partner Employed Youngest < 5 1.7 14 1.5 13 0.0 90 0.2 30 102 

Female With partner Employed Youngest < 5 2.0 12 1.9 11 0.0 74 0.3 28 72 

Male With partner Employed Youngest 5+ 1.8 10 0.2 18 0.1 74 0.2 22 171 

Female With partner Employed Youngest 5+ 2.3 8 0.5 13 0.1 36 0.5 16 174 

Male No partner Employed No children 1.1 10 0.1 44 0.0 72 0.2 18 281 

Female No partner Employed No children 1.5 9 0.0 62 0.0 55 0.5 18 274 

Male No partner Employed Youngest < 5 - - - - - - - - 6 

Female No partner Employed Youngest < 5 - - - - - - - - 9 

Male No partner Employed Youngest 5+ 1.1 25 0.4 35 0.0  - 0.3 49 36 

Female No partner Employed Youngest 5+ 2.0 16 0.5 25 0.1 69 0.5 23 82 

Male With parents Student No children 0.5 25 0.0   - 0.0 71 0.1 60 60 

Female With parents Student No children 0.5 26 0.0 109 0.0   - 0.2 58 45 

Female With partner Keeping house No children 4.6 9 0.5 55 0.1 90 0.6 28 47 

Female With partner Keeping house Youngest < 5 2.4 10 3.7 15 0.0 106 0.4 31 35 

Female With partner Keeping house Youngest 5+ 3.7 16 1.3 30 0.5 88 0.6 25 22 

Female No partner Keeping house No children 2.9 21 0.2 118 0.2 98 1.0 27 16 

Female No partner Keeping house Youngest < 5 - - - - - - - - 9 

Female No partner Keeping house Youngest 5+ - - - - - - - - 11 

Male With partner Retired No children 2.4 6 0.0 69 0.1 32 0.6 12 230 

Female With partner Retired No children 3.3 5 0.1 48 0.1 33 0.7 11 255 

Male No partner Retired No children 2.3 10 0.0 100 0.1 61 0.4 15 177 

Female No partner Retired No children 3.0 6 0.0 49 0.1 36 0.5 9 361 

Male All All All 1.8 4 0.3 9 0.1 23 0.3 7 1,560 

Female All All All 2.3 3 0.5 7 0.1 14 0.5 5 1,912 

All All All All 2.1 2 0.4 6 0.1 13 0.4 4 3,472 



Table 4:  Average Hours Per Day Spent on Various Activities with Coefficient of Variation – Ontario, Ages 15 and Over 

 Living  Children in Domestic Work Child Care Other Care Shopping Number of 

Sex Arrangement Main Activity Household Avg CV (%) Avg CV (%) Avg CV (%) Avg CV (%) Respondents 

Male With partner Employed No children 1.5 7 0.1 44 0.0 47 0.2 13 353 

Female With partner Employed No children 2.1 7 0.1 39 0.2 35 0.3 14 293 

Male With partner Employed Youngest < 5 1.5 14 1.6 12 0.0 45 0.3 26 140 

Female With partner Employed Youngest < 5 2.1 11 2.4 11 0.1 85 0.6 36 86 

Male With partner Employed Youngest 5+ 1.9 9 0.3 14 0.1 48 0.4 15 329 

Female With partner Employed Youngest 5+ 2.6 6 0.5 13 0.1 32 0.4 16 267 

Male No partner Employed No children 1.0 9 0.0 45 0.1 41 0.3 19 435 

Female No partner Employed No children 1.3 8 0.0 46 0.1 47 0.3 20 420 

Male No partner Employed Youngest < 5 - - - - -    - -    - 5 

Female No partner Employed Youngest < 5 2.1 20 1.2 29 0.0 104 0.4 67 15 

Male No partner Employed Youngest 5+ 2.1 27 0.3 56 0.2 76 0.4 30 32 

Female No partner Employed Youngest 5+ 2.1 9 0.5 24 0.1 47 0.3 23 124 

Male With parents Student No children 0.8 24 0.0 102 0.0 97 0.1 49 96 

Female With parents Student No children 0.7 23 0.1 93 0.0   - 0.4 31 78 

Female With partner Keeping house No children 3.9 10 0.5 42 0.5 41 0.6 26 61 

Female With partner Keeping house Youngest < 5 3.7 9 4.2 12 0.2 44 0.5 18 70 

Female With partner Keeping house Youngest 5+ 4.7 8 0.8 27 0.2 56 0.8 25 62 

Female No partner Keeping house No children 2.8 20 0.5 54 0.3 88 0.5 61 30 

Female No partner Keeping house Youngest < 5 - - - - - - - - 11 

Female No partner Keeping house Youngest 5+ 3.0 20 1.5 44 0.7 51 0.7 37 25 

Male With partner Retired No children 2.9 6 0.0 53 0.1 38 0.6 10 338 

Female With partner Retired No children 3.6 4 0.0 46 0.2 29 0.7 10 336 

Male No partner Retired No children 2.6 7 0.0 100 0.0 57 0.4 13 201 

Female No partner Retired No children 3.0 5 0.0 76 0.1 34 0.6 10 417 

Male All All All 1.7 3 0.3 9 0.1 19 0.3 6 2,270 

Female All All All 2.4 2 0.5 7 0.1 12 0.5 5 2,743 

All All All All 2.1 2 0.4 5 0.1 10 0.4 4 5,013 



Table 5:  Average Hours Per Day Spent on Various Activities with Coefficient of Variation – Prairie Provinces, Ages 15 and Over 

 Living  Children in Domestic Work Child Care Other Care Shopping Number of 

Sex Arrangement Main Activity Household Avg CV (%) Avg CV (%) Avg CV (%) Avg CV (%) Respondents 

Male With partner Employed No children 1.8 10 0.1 34 0.1 50 0.4 17 299 

Female With partner Employed No children 1.9 9 0.1 35 0.0 41 0.4 18 245 

Male With partner Employed Youngest < 5 1.0 17 1.2 15 0.1 61 0.4 25 118 

Female With partner Employed Youngest < 5 1.9 16 2.1 15 0.0 109 0.3 32 52 

Male With partner Employed Youngest 5+ 2.0 14 0.3 18 0.1 62 0.4 23 197 

Female With partner Employed Youngest 5+ 2.5 7 0.6 18 0.1 42 0.5 21 173 

Male No partner Employed No children 1.1 10 0.0 58 0.0 60 0.4 19 328 

Female No partner Employed No children 1.5 9 0.1 52 0.2 67 0.3 22 272 

Male No partner Employed Youngest < 5 - - -    - -    - -    - 4 

Female No partner Employed Youngest < 5 - - - - -   - - - 9 

Male No partner Employed Youngest 5+ 1.7 22 0.2 56 0.0   - 0.2 64 23 

Female No partner Employed Youngest 5+ 1.9 16 0.5 31 0.0 102 0.5 34 55 

Male With parents Student No children 0.8 44 0.0   - 0.0   - 0.3 49 43 

Female With parents Student No children 0.8 22 0.1 54 0.0   - 0.2 47 59 

Female With partner Keeping house No children 5.2 14 0.9 45 0.2 53 0.5 34 56 

Female With partner Keeping house Youngest < 5 3.8 8 3.9 10 0.1 49 0.6 32 82 

Female With partner Keeping house Youngest 5+ 4.1 16 2.0 30 0.2 59 0.5 35 55 

Female No partner Keeping house No children 2.3 31 0.4 50 0.0   - 0.6 58 31 

Female No partner Keeping house Youngest < 5 - - - - - - - - 13 

Female No partner Keeping house Youngest 5+ - - - - - - - - 11 

Male With partner Retired No children 2.9 9 0.0 109 0.1 58 0.5 19 169 

Female With partner Retired No children 3.1 7 0.0 83 0.2 34 0.8 17 211 

Male No partner Retired No children 2.3 13 0.0 117 0.1 112 0.5 21 92 

Female No partner Retired No children 3.0 8 0.0 87 0.1 44 0.4 16 252 

Male All All All 1.8 5 0.2 11 0.1 21 0.4 8 1,529 

Female All All All 2.5 3 0.7 8 0.1 21 0.5 7 1,809 

All All All All 2.1 3 0.4 7 0.1 16 0.4 5 3,338 



Table 6:  Average Hours Per Day Spent on Various Activities with Coefficient of Variation – British Columbia, Ages 15 and Over 

 Living  Children in Domestic Work Child Care Other Care Shopping Number of 

Sex Arrangement Main Activity Household Avg CV (%) Avg CV (%) Avg CV (%) Avg CV (%) Respondents 

Male With partner Employed No children 1.5 11 0.2 32 0.1 52 0.3 21 160 

Female With partner Employed No children 2.0 9 0.1 40 0.1 40 0.4 19 145 

Male With partner Employed Youngest < 5 1.9 26 1.9 19 0.0 60 0.1 74 38 

Female With partner Employed Youngest < 5 2.5 24 1.4 17 0.5 87 0.2 57 22 

Male With partner Employed Youngest 5+ 1.9 12 0.4 25 0.0 98 0.5 28 85 

Female With partner Employed Youngest 5+ 2.3 10 0.5 21 0.0 80 0.6 18 87 

Male No partner Employed No children 0.7 13 0.0 62 0.0 70 0.2 25 182 

Female No partner Employed No children 1.5 15 0.0 78 0.1 71 0.5 30 183 

Male No partner Employed Youngest < 5 - - - - - - - - 1 

Female No partner Employed Youngest < 5 - - - - - - - - 10 

Male No partner Employed Youngest 5+ 3.2 39 - - - - - - 8 

Female No partner Employed Youngest 5+ 2.4 20 1.0 45 0.3 65 0.4 40 34 

Male With parents Student No children 0.5 32 0.0   - 0.0 117 0.1 88 29 

Female With parents Student No children 0.6 45 0.0   - 0.0   - 0.8 41 21 

Female With partner Keeping house No children 3.2 15 1.6 30 0.1 71 0.4 34 40 

Female With partner Keeping house Youngest < 5 2.5 29 2.3 19 0.4 88 1.0 30 23 

Female With partner Keeping house Youngest 5+ 3.9 19 0.7 36 0.0 84 0.3 36 24 

Female No partner Keeping house No children - - - - - - - - 14 

Female No partner Keeping house Youngest < 5 - - - - - - - - 3 

Female No partner Keeping house Youngest 5+ - - - - - - - - 5 

Male With partner Retired No children 2.8 8 0.1 73 0.1 40 0.6 18 143 

Female With partner Retired No children 3.4 7 0.1 63 0.1 40 0.5 14 124 

Male No partner Retired No children 1.8 12 0.0   - 0.0 82 0.6 22 81 

Female No partner Retired No children 2.7 7 0.0 76 0.0 43 0.7 20 214 

Male All All All 1.8 5 0.3 12 0.1 24 0.3 10 859 

Female All All All 2.3 3 0.4 11 0.1 19 0.5 8 1,126 

All All All All 2.0 3 0.3 9 0.1 15 0.4 6 1,985 



Table 7:  Average Hours Per Day Spent on Various Activities with Coefficient of Variation – All Provinces, Ages 15 to 24 

 Living  Children in Domestic Work Child Care Other Care Shopping Number of 

Sex Arrangement Main Activity Household Avg CV (%) Avg CV (%) Avg CV (%) Avg CV (%) Respondents 

Male With partner Employed No children 1.9 30 0.1 113 0.5 113 0.6 45 20 

Female With partner Employed No children 1.1 19 0.0 - 0.1 106 0.6 34 39 

Male With partner Employed Youngest < 5 - - -  - -  - - - 5 

Female With partner Employed Youngest < 5 - - -  - -  - - - 2 

Male With partner Employed Youngest 5+ - - -  - -  - - - 1 

Female With partner Employed Youngest 5+ - - -  - -  - - - 0 

Male No partner Employed No children 0.7 14 0.0 84 0.0 66 0.3 27 228 

Female No partner Employed No children 0.9 13 0.0 77 0.0 81 0.4 27 191 

Male No partner Employed Youngest < 5 - - -  - -  - - - 1 

Female No partner Employed Youngest < 5 - - -  - -  - - - 3 

Male No partner Employed Youngest 5+ - - -  - -  - - - 0 

Female No partner Employed Youngest 5+ - - -  - -  - - - 0 

Male With parents Student No children 0.7 16 0.0 76 0.0 55 0.1 29 256 

Female With parents Student No children 0.6 14 0.1 70 0.0  - 0.3 21 231 

Female With partner Keeping house No children - - -  - -  - - - 3 

Female With partner Keeping house Youngest < 5 - - -  - -  - - - 13 

Female With partner Keeping house Youngest 5+ - - -  - -  - - - 0 

Female No partner Keeping house No children 1.6 42 0.4 74 0.0  - 0.2 117 15 

Female No partner Keeping house Youngest < 5 - - -  - -  - - - 10 

Female No partner Keeping house Youngest 5+ - - -  - -  - - - 0 

Male With partner Retired No children - - -  - -  - - - 0 

Female With partner Retired No children - - -  - -  - - - 0 

Male No partner Retired No children - - -  - -  - - - 0 

Female No partner Retired No children - - -  - -  - - - 0 

Male All All All 0.8 9 0.0 42 0.1 43 0.2 15 659 

Female All All All 1.0 8 0.1 23 0.0 51 0.4 13 644 

All All All All 0.9 6 0.1 20 0.0 35 0.3 10 1,303 



Table 8:  Average Hours Per Day Spent on Various Activities with Coefficient of Variation – All Provinces, Ages 25 to 34 

 Living  Children in Domestic Work Child Care Other Care Shopping Number of 

Sex Arrangement Main Activity Household Avg CV (%) Avg CV (%) Avg CV (%) Avg CV (%) Respondents 

Male With partner Employed No children 1.3 13 0.2 43 0.1 46 0.3 21 202 

Female With partner Employed No children 1.7 9 0.2 28 0.0 61 0.3 20 193 

Male With partner Employed Youngest < 5 1.3 15 1.4 12 0.0 77 0.2 24 184 

Female With partner Employed Youngest < 5 1.9 11 2.3 10 0.1 84 0.4 39 129 

Male With partner Employed Youngest 5+ 0.7 26 1.0 26 0.0 - 0.2 52 26 

Female With partner Employed Youngest 5+ 2.7 16 1.1 17 0.1 54 0.3 32 45 

Male No partner Employed No children 0.9 10 0.0 48 0.0 45 0.2 17 370 

Female No partner Employed No children 1.2 12 0.0 56 0.1 61 0.4 19 258 

Male No partner Employed Youngest < 5 - - - - - - - - 5 

Female No partner Employed Youngest < 5 2.6 34 1.2 27 0.0 103 0.4 40 34 

Male No partner Employed Youngest 5+ - - - - - - - - 7 

Female No partner Employed Youngest 5+ 1.5 19 1.0 26 0.1 84 0.4 56 36 

Male With parents Student No children - - - - - - - - 10 

Female With parents Student No children - - - - - - - - 11 

Female With partner Keeping house No children 3.2 21 2.7 24 0.0  - 0.5 37 23 

Female With partner Keeping house Youngest < 5 3.4 7 3.9 8 0.2 41 0.6 19 148 

Female With partner Keeping house Youngest 5+ 5.1 23 1.4 24 0.0 111 0.3 43 18 

Female No partner Keeping house No children 3.1 18 2.2 38 0.0  - 0.8 76 16 

Female No partner Keeping house Youngest < 5 2.3 29 4.6 18 0.1 78 0.7 35 29 

Female No partner Keeping house Youngest 5+ - - - - - - - - 11 

Male With partner Retired No children - - - - - - - - 0 

Female With partner Retired No children - - - - - - - - 0 

Male No partner Retired No children - - - - - - - - 0 

Female No partner Retired No children - - - - - - - - 0 

Male All All All 1.2 6 0.4 10 0.0 27 0.2 10 980 

Female All All All 2.0 4 1.2 6 0.1 26 0.4 8 1,147 

All All All All 1.6 3 0.8 5 0.1 20 0.3 7 2,127 



Table 9:  Average Hours Per Day Spent on Various Activities with Coefficient of Variation – All Provinces, Ages 35 to 44 

 Living  Children in Domestic Work Child Care Other Care Shopping Number of 

Sex Arrangement Main Activity Household Avg CV (%) Avg CV (%) Avg CV (%) Avg CV (%) Respondents 

Male With partner Employed No children 1.5 11 0.2 27 0.2 65 0.3 22 178 

Female With partner Employed No children 2.1 9 0.3 30 0.1 62 0.4 18 143 

Male With partner Employed Youngest < 5 1.4 10 1.6 9 0.1 42 0.4 19 238 

Female With partner Employed Youngest < 5 2.3 8 1.9 9 0.1 72 0.5 21 135 

Male With partner Employed Youngest 5+ 1.8 9 0.6 11 0.1 62 0.4 17 319 

Female With partner Employed Youngest 5+ 2.3 6 1.1 9 0.0 33 0.4 15 342 

Male No partner Employed No children 1.2 12 0.1 39 0.0 70 0.3 17 242 

Female No partner Employed No children 1.6 11 0.0 49 0.0 89 0.3 19 199 

Male No partner Employed Youngest < 5 - - - - - - - - 8 

Female No partner Employed Youngest < 5 2.7 23 1.7 22 0.0 110 0.2 89 18 

Male No partner Employed Youngest 5+ 1.8 33 0.4 32 0.1 93 0.4 52 39 

Female No partner Employed Youngest 5+ 2.2 10 1.0 22 0.1 63 0.5 24 127 

Male With parents Student No children - - - - - - - - 0 

Female With parents Student No children - - - - - - - - 0 

Female With partner Keeping house No children 2.9 20 2.0 34 0.1 106 0.3 59 23 

Female With partner Keeping house Youngest < 5 3.3 9 3.9 11 0.2 52 0.7 22 86 

Female With partner Keeping house Youngest 5+ 3.4 13 2.0 24 0.3 62 0.4 30 91 

Female No partner Keeping house No children - - - - - - - - 8 

Female No partner Keeping house Youngest < 5 - - - - - - - - 10 

Female No partner Keeping house Youngest 5+ 2.9 22 2.5 44 0.0  - 0.3 46 21 

Male With partner Retired No children - - - - - - - - 1 

Female With partner Retired No children - - - - - - - - 2 

Male No partner Retired No children - - - - - - - - 5 

Female No partner Retired No children - - - - - - - - 0 

Male All All All 1.6 5 0.8 6 0.1 32 0.4 8 1,209 

Female All All All 2.4 3 1.3 6 0.1 21 0.4 8 1,388 

All All All All 2.0 3 1.0 4 0.1 18 0.4 6 2,597 



Table 10:  Average Hours Per Day Spent on Various Activities with Coefficient of Variation – All Provinces, Ages 45 to 54 

 Living  Children in Domestic Work Child Care Other Care Shopping Number of 

Sex Arrangement Main Activity Household Avg CV (%) Avg CV (%) Avg CV (%) Avg CV (%) Respondents 

Male With partner Employed No children 1.9 9 0.1 33 0.1 63 0.3 16 260 

Female With partner Employed No children 2.3 8 0.0 64 0.1 32 0.4 13 285 

Male With partner Employed Youngest < 5 2.5 26 1.4 21 0.0 76 0.2 63 43 

Female With partner Employed Youngest < 5 1.9 35 1.7 16 0.0 - 0.1 69 15 

Male With partner Employed Youngest 5+ 2.0 6 0.2 16 0.0 41 0.3 17 410 

Female With partner Employed Youngest 5+ 2.5 6 0.2 15 0.1 30 0.6 12 372 

Male No partner Employed No children 1.6 9 0.0 73 0.0 53 0.3 17 258 

Female No partner Employed No children 1.8 8 0.1 42 0.1 60 0.4 14 293 

Male No partner Employed Youngest < 5 - - - - - - - - 2 

Female No partner Employed Youngest < 5 - - - - - - - - 1 

Male No partner Employed Youngest 5+ 1.9 20 0.3 52 0.1 100 0.3 35 37 

Female No partner Employed Youngest 5+ 2.1 9 0.4 30 0.2 46 0.4 20 134 

Male With parents Student No children - - - - - - - - 0 

Female With parents Student No children - - - - - - - - 1 

Female With partner Keeping house No children 4.1 11 0.3 51 0.7 56 0.4 39 37 

Female With partner Keeping house Youngest < 5 - - - - - - - - 5 

Female With partner Keeping house Youngest 5+ 4.7 7 0.7 23 0.1 60 0.8 21 79 

Female No partner Keeping house No children 3.3 12 0.5 77 0.1 147 0.9 42 18 

Female No partner Keeping house Youngest < 5 - - - - - - - - 0 

Female No partner Keeping house Youngest 5+ 4.1 22 0.9 46 1.2 89 0.7 35 18 

Male With partner Retired No children - - - - - - - - 13 

Female With partner Retired No children 4.6 15 0.0 - 0.1 118 0.8 32 20 

Male No partner Retired No children - - - - - - - - 14 

Female No partner Retired No children - - - - - - - - 10 

Male All All All 2.1 4 0.2 11 0.1 23 0.3 9 1,261 

Female All All All 2.7 3 0.3 10 0.2 20 0.5 7 1,528 

All All All All 2.4 2 0.3 7 0.1 16 0.4 5 2,789 



Table 11:  Average Hours Per Day Spent on Various Activities with Coefficient of Variation – All Provinces, Ages 55 to 64 

 Living  Children in Domestic Work Child Care Other Care Shopping Number of 

Sex Arrangement Main Activity Household Avg CV (%) Avg CV (%) Avg CV (%) Avg CV (%) Respondents 

Male With partner Employed No children 1.7 7 0.0 87 0.1 33 0.3 15 479 

Female With partner Employed No children 2.4 5 0.0 59 0.2 37 0.5 12 432 

Male With partner Employed Youngest < 5 - - - - - - - - 0 

Female With partner Employed Youngest < 5 - - - - - - - - 0 

Male With partner Employed Youngest 5+ 2.0 16 0.0 43 0.0 79 0.3 20 174 

Female With partner Employed Youngest 5+ 2.5 11 0.0 44 0.1 45 0.5 21 111 

Male No partner Employed No children 1.7 10 0.1 66 0.0 63 0.5 20 270 

Female No partner Employed No children 2.2 7 0.0 56 0.2 45 0.5 14 363 

Male No partner Employed Youngest < 5 - - - - - - - - 0 

Female No partner Employed Youngest < 5 - - - - - - - - 1 

Male No partner Employed Youngest 5+ 1.6 23 0.1 75 0.0 120 0.1 43 32 

Female No partner Employed Youngest 5+ 2.2 20 0.0 79 0.1 70 0.4 25 59 

Male With parents Student No children - - - - - - - - 0 

Female With parents Student No children - - - - - - - - 0 

Female With partner Keeping house No children 4.7 7 0.3 52 0.3 33 0.7 20 114 

Female With partner Keeping house Youngest < 5 - - - - - - - - 0 

Female With partner Keeping house Youngest 5+ 4.7 18 0.4 64 0.3 89 0.5 39 26 

Female No partner Keeping house No children 2.8 16 0.2 91 0.3 52 1.3 28 31 

Female No partner Keeping house Youngest < 5 - - - - - - - - 0 

Female No partner Keeping house Youngest 5+ - - - - - - - - 8 

Male With partner Retired No children 3.1 7 0.0 63 0.2 36 0.7 14 223 

Female With partner Retired No children 3.3 5 0.1 42 0.3 26 0.8 9 381 

Male No partner Retired No children 2.8 10 0.0 100 0.0 67 0.4 18 137 

Female No partner Retired No children 3.0 8 0.1 52 0.2 44 0.6 13 213 

Male All All All 2.3 4 0.0 25 0.1 18 0.4 7 1,653 

Female All All All 2.9 3 0.1 19 0.2 13 0.6 5 2,088 

All All All All 2.6 2 0.1 16 0.2 11 0.5 4 3,741 



Table 12:  Average Hours Per Day Spent on Various Activities with Coefficient of Variation – All Provinces, Ages 65 to 74 

 Living  Children in Domestic Work Child Care Other Care Shopping Number of 

Sex Arrangement Main Activity Household Avg CV (%) Avg CV (%) Avg CV (%) Avg CV (%) Respondents 

Male With partner Employed No children 1.8 11 0.0 76 0.0 67 0.3 22 142 

Female With partner Employed No children 2.3 10 0.0  - 0.1 67 0.4 26 81 

Male With partner Employed Youngest < 5 - - - - - - - - 0 

Female With partner Employed Youngest < 5 - - - - - - - - 1 

Male With partner Employed Youngest 5+ 1.3 34 0.5 55 0.0 - 0.3 40 25 

Female With partner Employed Youngest 5+ - - - - - - - - 11 

Male No partner Employed No children 1.2 17 0.0 95 0.0 87 0.4 31 59 

Female No partner Employed No children 2.3 12 0.0 90 0.1 74 0.4 25 89 

Male No partner Employed Youngest < 5 - - - - - - - - 0 

Female No partner Employed Youngest < 5 - - - - - - - - 0 

Male No partner Employed Youngest 5+ - - - - - - - - 2 

Female No partner Employed Youngest 5+ - - - - - - - - 6 

Male With parents Student No children - - - - - - - - 0 

Female With parents Student No children - - - - - - - - 0 

Female With partner Keeping house No children 4.4 9 0.1 97 0.3 49 0.7 25 65 

Female With partner Keeping house Youngest < 5 - - - - - - - - 0 

Female With partner Keeping house Youngest 5+ - - - - - - - - 1 

Female No partner Keeping house No children 3.9 18 0.0 - 0.4 73 1.0 34 27 

Female No partner Keeping house Youngest < 5 - - - - - - - - 0 

Female No partner Keeping house Youngest 5+ - - - - - - - - 8 

Male With partner Retired No children 2.8 4 0.0 40 0.1 30 0.5 8 574 

Female With partner Retired No children 3.4 4 0.0 38 0.2 23 0.7 9 585 

Male No partner Retired No children 2.4 8 0.0 74 0.1 53 0.5 12 292 

Female No partner Retired No children 2.9 5 0.0 47 0.1 28 0.7 11 620 

Male All All All 2.4 4 0.1 27 0.1 23 0.5 7 1,270 

Female All All All 3.3 3 0.1 38 0.2 15 0.6 6 1,688 

All All All All 2.9 2 0.1 24 0.2 13 0.6 4 2,958 



Table 13:  Average Hours Per Day Spent on Various Activities with Coefficient of Variation – All Provinces, Ages 75 and Over 

 Living  Children in Domestic Work Child Care Other Care Shopping Number of 

Sex Arrangement Main Activity Household Avg CV (%) Avg CV (%) Avg CV (%) Avg CV (%) Respondents 

Male With partner Employed No children 1.4 30 0.0  - 0.0 - 0.3 62 22 

Female With partner Employed No children - - - - - - - - 5 

Male With partner Employed Youngest < 5 - - - - - - - - 0 

Female With partner Employed Youngest < 5 - - - - - - - - 0 

Male With partner Employed Youngest 5+ - - - - - - - - 2 

Female With partner Employed Youngest 5+ - - - - - - - - 1 

Male No partner Employed No children - - - - - - - - 12 

Female No partner Employed No children - - - - - - - - 13 

Male No partner Employed Youngest < 5 - - - - - - - - 0 

Female No partner Employed Youngest < 5 - - - - - - - - 0 

Male No partner Employed Youngest 5+ - - - - - - - - 1 

Female No partner Employed Youngest 5+ - - - - - - - - 1 

Male With parents Student No children - - - - - - - - 0 

Female With parents Student No children - - - - - - - - 0 

Female With partner Keeping house No children 3.4 20 0.0 - 0.1 80 0.3 43 21 

Female With partner Keeping house Youngest < 5 - - - - - - - - 0 

Female With partner Keeping house Youngest 5+ - - - - - - - - 3 

Female No partner Keeping house No children 2.8 19 0.0 - 0.4 97 0.6 35 34 

Female No partner Keeping house Youngest < 5 - - - - - - - - 0 

Female No partner Keeping house Youngest 5+ - - - - - - - - 3 

Male With partner Retired No children 2.5 6 0.0 107 0.1 33 0.6 11 337 

Female With partner Retired No children 3.4 5 0.0 71 0.1 48 0.6 14 223 

Male No partner Retired No children 2.1 7 0.0 - 0.0 63 0.5 14 255 

Female No partner Retired No children 2.9 4 0.0 81 0.1 33 0.5 9 732 

Male All All All 2.4 4 0.0 84 0.1 26 0.5 9 707 

Female All All All 3.0 3 0.0 52 0.1 25 0.5 7 1,168 

All All All All 2.7 3 0.0 51 0.1 18 0.5 6 1,875 


